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Wicked Problems
What strategies can be employed to solve wicked problems.
Wicked problems usually have no clear mission or goals and there is often no clarity when the problem is solved or not (Rittel & Webber,1973). Nearly all public policy issues are wicked problems. Wicked problems are difficult and nearly impossible to solve since they are contradictory (Almeida & Coughlan, 2018). There is no single solution to the wicked problems. There are no defined criteria for objectively identifying whether the solution provided for the wicked problems is true or false. Instead, solutions provided to wicked problems are only regarded as good or bad. Solutions to wicked problems are termed as one-shot operation since there is no time to allow for trial and error (Rittel & Webber,1973). Every wicked problem solution that is implemented produces consequences that are irreversible. Notably, every attempt for reversing the wicked problem solution or correcting he undesired outcomes will potentially pose a set of wicked problems. Wicked problems have no extensively describable set of solutions and there are no permissible operations that may be incorporated into the wicked problem plan. Due to the logical inconsistencies in the wicked problem, it is highly likely that no solution would be found. Wicked problems are unique and therefore a solution to one problem may not be applicable to another similar problem regardless of the similarities in heir characteristics (Rittel & Webber,1973). Unlike the math or chess problems that have rules for categorizing families of problems thus allowing the problems to be tamed, wicked problems have no such rules and each problem has its own potential solution despite the seeming similarities. While he wicked problems cannot be fixed, the designers of public policies can play a significant role in mitigating the adverse consequences of the wicked problems as well as positioning the broad trajectory of culture in directions that are new and more desirable. Since wicked problems are often large problems, an effective change will only be possible if there is an interdisciplinary collaboration between science, medicine, politics, technology, economics and statistics. 
 What are some other possible ways to tackle wicked problems in your view? 
In my view, wicked problems could be solved successfully or rather be managed through reassessing some of the traditional ways of working ad solving problems. The traditional ways often limit the governance structures, skill base and organizational capacity. The traditional policy solutions suggest that solutions to the policy problems require following an orderly and linear process that involves working from the problem to the solution. The first important step to solving wicked problem is to recognize that they are just that, “wicked.” It is important to recognize and understand that the wicked problems have no quick fixes or simple solutions like normal math problems. Solving wicked problems is constantly evolving and they require extensive thinking that is capable of capturing the big picture including the interrelationships among the different factors that cause the problems (Whyte & Thompson, 2012). Solutions to wicked problems require being collaborative and innovative. Three possible strategies to solving wicked problems are authoritative strategies, collaborative strategies and competitive strategies (APSC, n.d). In the case of authoritative strategies, the wicked problem is given to some group or an individual who is tasked with the problem solving process while the others working on the same agree to abide and follow the decisions made by the authoritative figure (APSC, n.d). The advantage of this strategy is that there will be efficiency and timeliness in providing solutions to problems. The disadvantage however is that there will be potential for disregarding important issues since the authoritative figure may only find solutions that are within their bandwidth of experience. The competitive strategy generally assumes a win-lose outcome. This strategy allows for creation of new ideas and innovation which could be effective in solving the problem. However, this strategy can result in conflicts which could occur especially when stakeholders have power to block one another but not enough to achieve their agenda. Completion could also lead to resource consumption which could be used on the problem solving (APSC, n.d). 
Collaborative strategies are the most effective in solving wicked problems (Almeida & Coughlan, 2018). In order to successfully solve or manage wicked problems, the policy makers should work in collaboration with the industry, legislators, local communities and the public at large (Almeida & Coughlan, 2018). Working with different disciplines and different stakeholders through collaboration will facilitate sharing their understanding of the wicked problem. Collaborative strategies are more comprehensive and provide effective solutions with few resources being spend. However, the skills of collaboration are in limited supply and there is potential for conflicts and hardened positions. Notably, these three strategies could be used together to yield the most effective solutions to the wicked problems. 
When approaching "wicked problems" what kind of ethical principals presented in the text do you think are best suited for dealing with these problems? 
Rittel and Webber identified ten aspects that need to be respected when responding to wicked problems.  The moral principle of honesty for those who believe they can identify a feasible solution to the wicked problem. Those attempting to provide solutions ought to be honest particularly when the wicked problem becomes hard to solve. Morality should aid morality in the aspects of right or wrong (Whyte & Thompson, 2012). Dishonesty is not a moral reprimand but rather a wicked moral problem. The problem solvers should be morally responsible to communicate when the wicked solutions have failed to tame the wicked problems. 
Give an example of a "wicked problem" in the criminal justice system and explain how you would approach it based on the ethical concepts you have studied thus far.
Gun Violence: Mass Shootings
Gun violence is a wicked problem in the US. It is defined as so due to the pathological relationship with gun violence (Wilber & deVos, 2019). Fire arms are woven into the American life, history and the society (Newman & Head, 2017). This makes the question of how to reduce gun violence an exceptionally difficult one to answer. The issue of gun violence is very complex and multifaceted and cannot be understood from a single point of view. Solution to this wicked problem requires a multidisciplinary approach in order to provide effective solution (Wilber & deVos, 2019). When seeking solutions to gun violence as a form of reducing crimes in the United States, there have been very few discussions or solutions attempts. Instead, gun violence is politicized and allowed the narrative to become dominated by narrow ideologies and objectives (Newman & Head, 2017). In order to find solutions to the issue of gun violence and ultimate crime reduction, it is essential to identify the root causes of gun violence then come up with innovative solutions to solve this wicked problem.  Gun related homicide is significantly high in the U. S. majority of gun-related deaths are suicide deaths. Gun violence has led to increased mass shootings with mass gun deaths increasing each year. Since this issue is complex and people tend to identify only one or two root causes of the violence, the political left blames the causes such as internet culture, wealth inequality and access to gun (Wilber & deVos, 2019). The political right on the other hand will blame gun violence on root causes such as polarization and neoliberalism, family values, mental illness and resurgence of white supremacy. Clearly, when addressing the wicked problem of gun violence, there is no single solution to such a complex issue. However, there must be options to manage this problem. Firstly, there is need to acknowledge that the issue of mass shootings and gun violence is a menace and there is no quick fix to the problem (Newman & Head, 2017). Secondly, the root causes need to be identified and potential solutions to each be identified. The criminal justice system and the policy makers have the moral principle to remain true and honest when dealing with this problem. If the available solutions are failing, then they should be honest and communicate that the wicked problem is not solvable using the tried solutions. Thirdly there need to be collaboration from different stakeholders including policy makers, marketers of guns and other weapons, criminal justice system and the political realm in order to come up with better yet innovative solutions to end this menace. 
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